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on most branches, one sex generally preponderating.
flowers very numerous, oblong club-shaped, of a rir*h purple
black colour and a disagreeable smell, of considerable size,
often 1 inch long; sepals 3, rounded, broad, imbricate; petals
nearly 3 times as long, oblong, valvate; stamens numerous;
filaments short, slender; anthers nearly as long as the petals,
apiculate; pistillode 0. Female flowers solitary, large, 1 inch in
diameter. Sepals 3, very broad; petals 3, cordate-ovate,
coriaceous. Staminodos 0; ovary shortly obturbinate, ^-celled,
apex 3-lobed, concave in the centre ; stigmas :*, tooth-shaped,
triangular, erect; down the back of those lobes that are opposite
the sepals runs a slight keel.
Fruit 2-2-}- inches long, oblong-turbinate, surrounded at the
base by the perianth, apex flat or nearly concave, marked with
3 lines, running from the backs of the persistent stigmas to the
now nearly obsolete lobes ; outer substance coriaceous, thick,
inner gelatinous, adhering for the most part to the seeds ; seeds
black, convex on the outer, bifacial on the inner, face, attenuate
at the base; albumen horny, cartilaginous; embryo dorsal.
habitat. — Assam-; Martaban and Tenasserim ; occasionally
on the- Pegu Yoma ; commonly cultivated in India. Malay
Peninsula and Archipelago 1(in Java up to~4,000 feet).
flowers.— The palm flowers about the tenth year. Flowers
may be seen throughout the year. The spadices of the upper-
most axils flower first, ,and often have mature fruit when the
lowest come into flower.
fruit. — Ripens during the year following the appearance of
the flowers. After all spadices have matured their seed, the
tree dies.
disseminatioh. — Of the few animals that are able to eat
the corrosive fruit of this tree, there are two mammals in Java:
the Paartiultoaxtrtis (Irtiwak) and Bus ijerrut&svs. The Sago Palm
seems to owe its wide distribution in Java chiefly to these
animals. (Reorders c. I, 238).
uses. — Arenfja saeGharifeFa is one of the handsomest and
most useful palms. The principal production of this tree is: —
(a)    The Toddy* — According to Crawfurd it is obtained in
the following way :    One of the  spadices is, on the first ap
pearance of fruit, beaten on three successive days^with a smal

